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“Having hope will give you courage. You will be protected and will rest in safety”, Job 11:18 
 
Advent season is the right time to meditate and ponder the meaning and scope of Christian hope, in a world 
where we see a little chance to experience hope on the base of daily news worldwide. 
 
What we Christians should hope for? 
Here we could take a chance to make our Christmas list: economic improvement, meaning more chance for 
employment and better wages; bringing God back to the center of life in America, a radical change in the 
ethical standards in general, and of our politicians and public figures in particular, and the list would go on 
and on. 
 
What is the meaning of Christian hope? 
I believe it is keeping up our faith in an awesome God, the great I Am who is and forever will be, the author 
of our salvation and keeper of all things that have been promised to us in and through Jesus Christ. Christian 
hope is also an unmovable conviction about God’s unchanging love whose steadfast faithfulness will prevail 
and surround all those who are the people of His covenant. 
 
In Scripture we find the foundation for our hope: a future promise that relates to our present relationship 
with the Eternal Creator and Sustainer of all Creation, a God whose promise is: “I will not fail you or 
abandon you”, Joshua 1:5 
 
To keep our hope firmly rooted in God will never cause us to be ashamed, because of God’s love conveyed to 
us through the Holy Spirit abiding in us: “And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know 
how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love”, 
Romans 5:5 
 
The Messianic hope 
At the time Jesus was born, God’s people were living in a hopeless and senseless world. They have suffered 
oppression under foreign powers, many of them were living their faith in godless nations, a sense of absolute 
powerlessness and lack of excitement about their future, precarious economic conditions where tax 
contributions to Rome where higher and higher each day. 



 
Yes, they had those promises given to them through the centuries by the prophets. Yes, they read all the time 
those promises while attending worship at the synagogue or the Temple. Yet, their understanding of the 
Messiah was confined to the socio-political realm, with the hope for the restoration of ancient Davidic 
Kingdom territorially and politically. They had a hard time accepting or understanding the implications and 
scope of a holistic, all-embracing coming of the Messiah which would change the hearts of the people 
towards God and would eventually restore God’s reigning over all Creation.  
 
Over against the image of a “Christus Victor” (a victorious Messiah), Scripture of the Old Testament set the 
stage for a “Suffering Servant”, the one that would be “led like a lamb to the slaughter. 
And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he (will not) not open his mouth”, Isaiah 53:7 
A song for those who trust in their Redeemer: Psalm 130 
“From the depths of despair, O LORD, I call for your help.2 Hear my cry, O Lord. Pay attention to my 
prayer. 3 LORD, if you kept a record of our sins, who, O Lord, could ever survive? 4 But you offer 
forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you. 5 I am counting on the LORD; yes, I am counting on him. I 
have put my hope in his word. 6 I long for the Lord more than sentries long for the dawn, yes, more 
than sentries long for the dawn. 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD; for with the LORD there is unfailing love. 
His redemption overflows. 8 He himself will redeem Israel from every kind of sin” 
 
This is the chant of people who find themselves at “the depths of despair”. It is the song of those whose 
stubbornness will not dismay even when “what they see” is discouraging and heart-breaking. Even being at 
the bottom of the abyss, they will still trust God and keep their faith in the Lord of Hosts. 
 
In contrast with those who claim to be neglected by God because of the nation’s sins, this is the hopeful son of 
those who still believe there is grace and mercy in the Almighty who will not count on our transgressions 
and would grant forgiveness to His faithful. 
 
Psalm 130 is the lyrics of those who look around and see the critical conditions in which they are living, but 
still hang on to the expectation for God’s mighty acts in history and personal life. It is the song of the one who 
keeps proclaiming their hope in God’s promises we can count on, with the excitement and expectation of the 
night watchers waiting for the dawn. God has always shown an unending love and salvation even in the 
worst of conditions. Thence the psalmist exhorts the Redeemed to wait on the Lord: because there is a God, 
there is hope.  
 
Is there a chance for hope in Advent season 2011? 
After a seven week-long Charge Conference season and getting closer to 7,000 miles on the road, I feel that 
I’m in a better position now to see hope in the middle of very difficult conditions. Yet, our hope should be 
placed in the Lord, not in changes that will come as a result of human initiatives. 
 
Yes, there are financially struggling churches. Yes, there is lack of missional vision and passion on the part of 
current leadership in some of our churches. Yes, there are generational struggles in some of our churches 
and quarreling around “traditional” versus “contemporary” worship service styles. There is resistance to 
change and resistance to let others lead. 
 
Still, I have consciously made a decision to better see the signs of hope we are experiencing in many of our 
congregations, now open as ever to the flow of the Holy Spirit, better equipped to do the work of the 
ministry, enabled to better “read” the communities they are serving and the needs to be met, and doing 
something to make a difference. 
 
I believe there are reasons to be encouraged, because there are the ones who are looking above to find 
strength and guidance. There is hope because of the very many spiritual leaders who are leading with a 



clear vision and renewed wisdom and discernment. Because there is a Christ, there is hope. Because there 
are an increasing number of courageous leaders who have refused to be discouraged by circumstances and 
still want to give God a chance, there is hope for the present and the future of the Church in the South West 
District of the Florida Conference. 
 
Have a blessed Advent and Christmas season… and keep dreaming and hoping, like the sentries to the dawn! 

 

Rini 
Rev. Dr. Rinaldo (Rini) Hernandez 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

CHURCH AND PASTOR PROFILES 
NOW IS THE TIME TO UPDATE YOUR CHURCH PROFILE AND PASTOR PROFILE ONLINE.  The church 
and pastor profiles are to be reviewed and updated annually by all churches and all clergy in the Florida 
Conference. Church Profiles are reviewed and updated by SPR Committees. Pastor Profiles are personally 
reviewed and updated by the pastor. Profiles are on-line and should be completed no later than January 
31st.  Though you may not anticipate a move, it is important that both the pastor and church profile be current 
and up to date by the appointment–making session of the Cabinet.   These should be an honest reflection of 
the pastoral ministry and the profile of the church.  Look for the link to the profiles under FORMS & REPORTS 
on the bottom of home page of the Florida Conference Website www.flumc.org. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2011 

Appointed Clergy Christmas & Appreciation Dinner 

Kingsway Country Club – Lake Suzy FL 

Call Sandy at (941) 371-6511 with any questions. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 
Apportionment payments for 2011 must be received either at the Conference office or in the lockbox at 
Regions Bank by January 13th 2012.  This is not a postmarked by date, but is the last day by which monies 
must be received in the Conference or our bank lockbox to be included in 2011 apportionments receipts.  Any 
payments received after that date will be applied to 2012 apportionments.  Any payments received between 
January 1 and January 13th must be clearly marked as to which year they are to be applied. 
 
All apportionment payments should be accompanied by a completed Remittance Report. 
 
The Remittance Report is located on our website at www.flumc.org: 
 

 Click on the “Administration” tab 

 Select “Financial Services” from the list 

 Click on “2011 Apportionment Giving Report Forms” 

 Select one of the two versions of the Giving Report listed at the bottom of the page 
 
Complete the Remittance Form with the following information: 
 

 Church Name 

http://www.flumc.org/
http://www.flumc.org/


 GCFA Number 

 Preparer contact information  

 Allocation amounts for each fund 
 
Any amounts due for Ministry Protection and Health and Benefits at the end of the year will continue to show 
as outstanding on your statement in 2012.  To ensure proper processing of these payments and avoid errors 
payments should contain the following information on the check, check stub or statement: 
 

 Church Name 

 GCFA Number 

 Invoice Number (include all letters and any 0’s) 

 Allocation amounts for each invoice 
 
Also take note of the billing address for each of these types of payments.  The last 4 numbers after the zip 
code are different for each and very important to include to ensure your payment is processed properly. 
 
To be included in the Florida Annual Conference “Report of 100% Churches”, 100% of 2011 apportionments 
must be received by January 13, 2012, and all outstanding Ministry Protection and Health and Benefits 
obligations must be received by December 31, 2011. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 
****SAVE THE DATE**** 

South West District Local Church Leadership Training Event 
January 28, 2012 

Grace UMC-Cape Coral 
 

An opportunity for ALL Local Church Laity  ... especially newly elected leaders and committee 
members for 2011.  Training sessions targeting specific Church Leadership Roles. 
Clergy are encourage to attend this event with their laity. 
  
Participants will have the opportunity to attend TWO sessions from various topics and leaders.  
Preference is for everyone to register online.  Must register one person at a time.  The cost of the 
event will be $5.00 (for lunch).   
 

Registration information will be available soon! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 

 
 

Please take a moment to review your local church leaders.  If you have updated your leadership, 

your church list should have 2011 and 2012 leaders listed.  After January 2012 all the 2011 

leader records will be archived and only the 2012 leaders will remain.  Please contact Sandy at 

the District Office if you have any questions or have not entered your local church leaders.  

She will be happy to help you get started! 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><< 
 
 



 
Report from Mike Edwards, SW District Youth Coordinator 

 
The December holiday season is a very busy one for youth leaders.  There are holiday outings, caroling, 

gathering food and/or toys for the less fortunate, special Christmas plays and cantatas, as well as dealing with 
the “normal” everyday drama in our kid’s lives.  Please take a minute this Christmas season to tell your youth 
leader, “Thanks” and give them a hug.  (At the very least, you’ll make them wonder what you are up to.)  No 
district youth activities or meetings are scheduled until January.  We will meet Saturday, January 7, noon, at 
First UMC Naples to put the finishing touches on the SW District youth lock-in scheduled for March 10-11.  
Please bring some of the leaders from your middle and high school youth.  We would like to get their input 
and suggestions during this planning session. 

 
Here’s the latest news: 
 

1. The next district wide lock-in is March 10-11 at First UMC Naples.  A planning meeting is scheduled for 
Saturday, January 7 at noon at First UMC-Naples.  Bring a couple of your student leaders for input into 
the planning of the schedule, worship, service, etc.  We will chip in for pizza for lunch. 

2. The Youth Leader Sabbatical at Warren W. Willis UM Camp is January 19-21.  The cost is $120.  Contact 
Joel Pancoast at 352-787-4345 for details or to register. 

3. A couple of our groups are looking at overseas missions to Africa and Cuba.  If you are interested, 
contact me and I will put you into contact with those involved. 

4. The April Fools Day Great Youth Leader Switcheroo is on.  If you are interested in swapping group’s let 
me know and I will put you on the list.  
 

Are you looking to train your student leaders?  Dare to G.R.O.W. is the 4th annual Student Leadership Conference 
developed and produced by the Conference Connection on Youth Ministries (CCYM).  This year it is happening at Warren 
W Willis Camp, February 17-19. 2012.  At $95/person for our current registration cycle, (that includes everything!) this is 
too good a deal to miss!  For more information or to register, go to the Ministries with Young People website 
(www.flumc-mwyp.org) and click on "youth", or email Kelly Minter (kminter@flumc.org). 
 
Contact info:  Mike Edwards, FLUMC SW District Youth Coordinator 
Director of Youth, Children, and Family Ministries at Christ United Methodist Church, Lehigh Acres, FL. 33936 - 
239-369-1433 or youth@christumclehigh.org 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
 

Florida Advocacy Days at Children’s Week in Tallahassee -Jan 30-31st,2012 
Children and families in need will be the focus of Florida Advocacy Days (FAD) this year (2012). On Monday, Jan 

30th, we will learn about important legislative issues regarding the impoverished.  On Tuesday, Jan 31st, Bishop Whitaker 
will lead us on a march to the Capitol to meet with our representatives to discuss our position for support.  

The Florida Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church and the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
11th Episcopal District, along with Florida Impact, will provide resources and training to prepare you to meet with your 
state representatives. Please pray about your participation. Our children and families in need, NEED you to ‘Show Up 2 
Speak Out!’ for them.  

Registration is only $50. On-line Registration is appreciated. http://www.flumc2.org/events/detail/3692 
For more information, please contact Tammy Fisher, Project Coordinator, at tfisher@flumc.org or 407-620-9514.  

http://www.flumc-mwyp.org/
mailto:kminter@flumc.org
mailto:youth@christumclehigh.org
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UNITED METHODIST VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION - TEAM LEADER TRAINING 
Jan. 21, 2012 - 9:00am – 4:00pm - First UMC Baldwin – 51 Chestnut St. S – Baldwin, FL  
Feb. 4, 2012 - 9:00am – 4:00pm - First UMC Lakeland - 72 Lake Morton Dr. - Lakeland, FL 
Are you interested in leading a mission team from your church? Do you want to lead a team to Haiti when long-term 
recovery efforts begin? UMVIM Team Leader Training prepares volunteers to lead Volunteer in Mission teams to 
projects in the United States and around the world. You will learn the "ins and outs" of organizing a mission trip from 
recruiting the team, to picking the location, getting support, staying safe, planning the work and much, much 
more.  You'll also enjoy a wonderful time of fellowship with other “mission-minded” folks.  Not sure if you’re ready to 
lead a team?  Come and learn what it takes  – you’ll be well  informed and a better team member! Cost is $40 per 
person. Participants receive a Team Leader Manual and lunch is included.  Please register online at: 
www.flumc.org/UMVIM.  For more information, please contact Pam Garrison (800) 282-8011 x 148 or by email 
pgarrison@flumc.org 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 
Don’t forget to go to flumc.org for your invoicing on health 

insurance, pension, workman’s compensation and 
property/casualty every month.  Look at the bottom right of the 

site that says: BILLING INFORMATION Monthly Reports 
 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

      HELP WANTED & CLASSIFIEDS…. 
 

 

 Toys Wanted:  On December 25th, LaPisicine UMC (located in Naples) will celebrate Christmas.  We 
would like to give each child a gift. Would you please help us. We have about 27 kids at the Church. 
We have 15 girls ages between 5-10 and the 12 boys ages 7-12.  If your church would like to help, 
please contact Pastor Louis Telcy at louis.telcy@flumc.org. 

 

 Full Time Director of Student Ministries Wanted: Englewood United Methodist Church is looking 
for a full time Director of Student Ministries for their very active 50+ member youth program. 
Englewood UM is an Evangelical church 1300 members strong and growing.  Resumes can be sent to 
eumc700youth@yahoo.com. 
 

 Program Coordinator Position Available: at the FLORIDA UNITED METHODIST CAMPS AND RETREAT CENTERS 
RIVERSIDE RETREAT, LaBelle, FL.  The Program Coordinator position will be working with established programs 
as well as helping to develop new programs that relate to the mission and the site at Riverside Retreat.  This 
position also shares duties with other staff in minor maintenance and housekeeping, reservations and group 
services.  Must be able to work with all ages and have the ability to develop, plan and see through summer 
camps, children, youth and adult programming and family events.  The P. C. will work to develop partnerships 
with other organizations and FL Conference staff and display a strong sense of Christian hospitality.  This 
position is part of the management team at Riverside Retreat.   
QUALIFICATIONS: 
Ability to thrive in a Christian setting 
Customer oriented, energetic personality 
Supervisory experience required—including experience/comfort working with volunteer as well as staff 
General knowledge of areas supervising 
Driver’s license required 

http://www.flumc.org/UMVIM
mailto:pgarrison@flumc.org
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Ability to work a flexible work schedule including some weekends and with regular on-call hours 
Good communication and technology skills 
Self-motivated, honest, dependable 
Have camp, program and ministry experience 
Love of children and family programs, as well as adult learning events 
GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES: Work with Director to oversee and direct all aspects of programs, including 
children, youth, adult and intergenerational events and other programs. 
RESPONSIBLE TO:  Director of Riverside Retreat 
SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES: 
Plan, develop and see through an active summer camp program relevant to Riverside Retreat 
Plan programs for other times of the year, either in partnership with others in the church or solely sponsored by 
Riverside that meets the needs of our constituency 
Makes sure we meet all safety, program and health standards of the State of Florida and ACA 
Works closely with the Reservations staff in setting dates for programs 
Assists Reservations in booking events, helping groups plan and hosting groups 
Offers programs to rental groups 
Is part of the “on call” staff at Riverside Retreat 
Other duties as assigned 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: Must be able to lift up to 30 lbs; supervise staff and volunteers; work outdoors, trouble 
shoot all areas of operations; live on or near site; offer Christian hospitality to all guests and co-workers. 
COMPENSATION: Salary (negotiable) and full benefits; housing on site provided. 
PROCESS:  Send cover letter, resume and three references to Martha Pierce, Director, Riverside Retreat, 7305 CR 
78, LaBelle, FL  33935.  Deadline:  January 15, 2012. 

 

Don’t forget to check the Conference website (www.flumc.org) to find job postings, items for sale, donations, 
etc.  Just select “Classifieds” on the left side of the homepage. 
 

 

CALENDAR NOTES: 
 
Dec 1 – Church Profiles online 
Dec 1 – Clergy Profiles online 
Dec 9 – Clergy Christmas & Appreciation Dinner, Kingsway Country Club, Lake Suzy FL 
Dec 15 – dCOM Meeting (Certification of New Candidates), Location: First UMC-Punta Gorda 
Dec 23-Jan 2 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Christmas Holiday 
Jan 16 – Conference and District Offices Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 26, 2012 - dCOM Meeting (Recertification of Candidates), Location: First UMC-Punta Gorda 
Jan 28, 2012 – SW District Leadership Training, Location: Grace-Cape Coral 
 
This newsletter gives an overview of some of the activities of the South West District and the Conference.  
Please make a note of these events and encourage your lay ministers and church members to participate. 

http://www.flumc.org/

